




UNCRC: Article 31
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the 
fundamental basis for children’s rights in international 
law. 

1. State Parties recognize the right of the child to rest 
and leisure, to engage in play and recreational 
activities appropriate to the age of the child and to 
participate freely in cultural life and the arts.

1. States Parties shall respect and promote the right of 
the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life 
and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and 
equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational 
and leisure activity.



Survey of Australian parents
(2018: Nature Play Australia and OMO)

Weekly time use
¡ 25.8 hours at school (40%)
¡ 20 hours on screens (31%)
¡ Outdoor play 6 hours (9%)
¡ Play outside every day (55%)
¡ Screen use as #1 barrier to play













Smart phone use in Australian
3-17 year olds

(Telstra)

¡ 68% own them
¡ Used for 23+ hours per week
¡ Spending 30% of waking hours



The Australian, 20 August 2012

6000 words per day vs
500 words per day





¡ WA education department makes play-based 
learning a focus for 2019

¡ WA government makes “improving the health 
and wellbeing of children in the early years”
third of 12 priorities for Government 

¡ CCYP leading a Play Collective to push for a 
high level Play Policy

Advocacy in action



Changing the culture  of play



one step



at a time





Work together









Valley of the Giants, Denmark


